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Survey of Preservatives Used in Cosmetics in Taiwan

Chih-Ching Chen!, Yen-Chun Huang?, Min-Chuan Chiou?, Hsiu-Hsia Lee?,
Yueh-Ting Tsail:2*

!Department of Food Science, Fu Jen Catholic University, New Taipei City ; Super Laboratory Ltd., New Taipei City, Taiwan

Abstract

In this study, we surveyed the use of various
kinds of preservatives in cosmetics. This work
was commissioned to a Testing and Inspection
Company, New Taipei City from January 1,
2018 to June 30, 2019. According to the
“Inspection Methods for Preservatives in
Cosmetics” recommended by the Ministry of
Health and Welfare, the following preservatives
were screened by high performance liquid chro-
matograph (HPLC): p-hydroxybenzoic acid,
benzoic acid, sorbic acid, dehydroacetic acid,
salicylic acid, methyl p-hydroxybenzoate, ethyl
p-hydroxybenzoate, propyl p-hydroxybenzoate,

isopropyl p-hydroxybenzoate, butyl p-hydro-
xybenzoate, isobutyl p-hydroxybenzoate and
secbutyl p-hydroxybenzoate. Results show that
methyl p-hydroxybenzoate (parabens) was most
commonly used (34.4%), followed by isopropyl
p-hydroxybenzoate (21.9%). In general, parabens
were more commonly used than weak acids as
preservatives in cosmetics, a phenomenon similar
to that of previously reported in the literature.

Keywords: Preservatives in cosmetics, parabens,
weak acids preservatives, HPLC
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